It is my great pleasure to introduce this special issue on ''the ASA-ASJ joint meeting,'' which was held from November 28th to December 2nd, 2006 in Honolulu, Hawaii.
There have been three previous ASA-ASJ joint meetings '' in 1978, 1988 and 1996 in Hawaii. As a symbol of the continuous friendship between the ASA (Acoustical Society of America) and the ASJ (Acoustical Society of Japan), this fourth meeting was held at the same place as the previous meeting in 1996. In this joint meeting, 1616 papers were presented in more than one hundred sessions covering the entire range of acoustical fields, including acoustical oceanography, animal bioacoustics, architectural acoustics biomedical ultrasound, bioresponse to vibration, engineering acoustics, musical acoustics, noise, physical acoustics, psychological and physiological acoustics, speech communication, signal processing, underwater acoustics, structural acoustics and vibration, and education in acoustics.
This special issue was planned so that some of the papers presented at the joint meeting could be rapidly circulated. In order to minimize the ''review period,'' a working group on the publication of the special issue was set up, which was directed by Kentaro Nakamura, Head of the Journal Committee of the Editorial Board, and supported by Masato Akagi, the former Editor-in-Chief.
In response to the announcement of the publication of the special issue on the joint meeting, eighteen Papers and six Letters were submitted. All of these articles were peer reviewed by reviewers on a strict schedule overseen by the working group. As a result, twelve Papers and six Letters were accepted and published in this issue.
The eighteen articles herein cover a wide range of the acoustical fields such as structural acoustics (two Papers and one Letter), ultrasound and underwater acoustics (two Papers and one Letter), noise (one Paper and one Letter), physiological acoustics (one Paper), musical acoustics (three Papers and one Letter), speech communication (two Papers and one Letter), and signal processing (one Paper and one Letter).
It is hoped that even readers who did not attend the joint meeting in Honolulu will be able to sense the atmosphere of the sessions at the conference while reading the articles.
I wish to express my deep gratitude to all the reviewers and the members of the working group for their contribution to the reviewing process. I also would like to thank the Secretariat of the Acoustical Society of Japan from the bottom of my heart for their prompt correspondence.
